Dear {Jerry, (P/H OCC'ipl '0 


lAJurwerry, cr/. n v\,~, V v</ ‘‘/Yl/^j 1 

t n re; ^ J01Klin -' to f our last ev.miug I was hurrying to get all the xeroxes 

ofi my desk and into envelopes for nailing tiiis morning. It is not tliat I d«d not notice 
your concern over the war. ,11 except rar-rah i. noniuses are concerned. ,nd anyone who 
had any real understanding has to he worried about what “hose college-educated dunder- 
heads m Washington will yet do. iieal understand is more difficult tlian in the eadt be- 
cause’ more than in the ||bx the major media have rallied 'round the government rather 

than the flag, as it has since the Grenada i.ari~ism./K>'Vw- ik*k U{fU fk*- 

In college^ was a conscientious objector to compulsory military training. The kids 
ox the 1960s thought they’d invented that but they didn't. I believed as did the British 
students oi the Oxford oath not to tiike up arms. That was not easy to do/ I was part of a 

minority of two on that campus. I mean not of my clas . I me. .n of all the time I was in 

preVuiled in the swnae that 1 convinced the committee on scholarship and 
'liscii^line^ Bui; Jh& ao nixn in'tpu'tl.on never* xor^ot or i’op^cWo • 

Hitler, hxwever, changed my views!"' Today I believe it is not inappropriate 'to 
compare Saddam with Hitler, at the sene time I believe it is appropriate to compare 
what has made Saddam possible with wliat enable-: HitlerlS'lio do what he did. I have clear 
recollections of tliat and unlike today, although it did not get major-media attention, one 
did not require secret sources to see and to understand tliat the 1 major powers really 
wanted Hitler to succeed to a degree. It was an oqrly manifestation of wlxjt later was 
called the cold war. fh uTW-tt upu-,tf u~>u. h y/w*/ a.yti,th*7 'Mu 

There was a fine paperback published in England by a leftist liP named benny 
kritt. x wish ' u knew what happen:;, to that and other of my tilings while I was in the 
army. Henembering it, when Howard Hoffman was an undergraduate with a major paper to do, 

I suggested that he read that boon and do his study on it. I do not believe he got that 
book but he did hms own research, evolved a fine thesis, and iater it was published as a 
boon. It got little attention. I tliink I gave my copy to the Hood library. Howard, then 
like a son to us, got access to deolas. dfied papers, as i recall British in particular. 

I think his book is titled, "The Barly History of the Cold War." 

as 1 observed at the time, with clear recollections still of where I was and what 
I was doing when I read none of tb, nows back in the mid 1‘JpOs, the entire world, meaning 
governments , knew exactly what Hitler was doing' and could have stopped it and ended him 
at any time it wanteu to before he built the power with wliich he was able to do the 
evil he did. all the major sufferings of the world now tr..ce back to that, ■*- believe. 

X n a perhaps simplistic^ way oi looxang at it anyone who would emulate him, as in 
his own way Saddam is, sees that history shows it can bo done. 

As sl^f -appointed gendarme to the worxd the H.S. has been stupid and incompetent. 
as I am convinced it would not have been if the Kennedy^ who became wliat he was after the 
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Uuba /fissile crisis^ had not been assassinated, lie and Ahruschev both saw and understood 
clearly the alternatives to their learning to get along with each other and did take the 
first halting steps and engaged in a lengthy and still secret correspondence. In that short 
time as i understand it, they exchanged about 4U letters. 

iC eagan was a disaster of a Magnitude still barely understood. His childish efforts 
to manipulate for control were worse than merely stupid. 

Santayana was right* if we don't learn from the past we are doomed to relive it. 

Ihe immediate oast was arranging the overthrow of “ossadegh and returning that two- 
bit Hitler the shah to the Iranian throne. Viithout that there would gave been no Khoumeni 
and after him any Saddam. 

Hush is directly responsible for Baddan's invasion of Kuwait. Saddam taped his 
conferences with the U.S. ambassador, who was the kinu. of person with the land of think- 
ing and understanding expectable from At uagan/Bush irgormauses. Bgsh did everything but 
forced Saddam into what he did. 

That could not be undone after it happened. 

I compare that, perhaps again simplistically, with ~hu m. gor^-power tolerance of 
Hitler's taking over of the Rhineland. 

I believe that regariiless of our responsibility , Saddam had to be stopped or he'd 
have a good Hihot at becoming the hitler of the i.usliu world and that would be ruinous 
to the entire world. Because the HI! could not mobilise itself and forced fast enough to 
prevent his next move, into Saudi nrabia *.nd the sheikdoms - which would have enabled him 
to bring- the world to its Knees with the control he'd have over indispensable energy 
sources - I beliebe iPush then did the right thing, 'whether or not for the right reason. 

I think his motive was his hangip on winpery, th..t having been a wimp in the election, 
two days after the"~ ehx±x results lie was going to show that he was not a wimp. I think he 
probably sent more people there than viwre required to restrain Saddam to begin with and 
tlrit it was an unimaginable stupidity to then covenrt, to use hi;; own word, defense into 

offense,^ .... „ , . . 


attach ^Tne blockade was effective. They dfit take time. J -t would have made all of Iraq 
Suffer. But with that suffering, and with the alienation of his people because of the 
suffering he brought to them, he'd not have had their support and it is not unlikely that 
they'd have gotten rid of him by assassinating- him. I doubt if any ruler in modern hostory 
ever had as many people, particularly families, wi-ch an interest in vengofjxce for his 

uncountable , wholesale murders. 

i 4 Bhj A '* 

■Uut f his' converting the situation into an attack situation, ho did what always 
happens in all countries: the people wanted to defend their country. There is now less 
likelihood that they'll be able to get rid of him and at least for a while less inspira- 
tion for any such effort. 

Ho, as I see it, we have a bad war but a war the other side has to loose. I think 
that optimistic as it may ap .ear zo be, the world despite i ;s pagans and Bushes and others 
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like then' must cone to the point where it prevents the effort to settle political problems 
by military means. 

I' believe also that it now will not be. enough to merely stop iiiacluan, to force lain 
to leave Kuwait. Iraq must be compelled to get rid of all it;; means of mass destiwuttion 
along with Saddam, and must make restitution to the degree that is possible. If tliis sounds 
like Versailles, unless it happens the would-be Saduams of the future will not be dis- 
couraged. 

i 

What makes it worse for people like us i$ the fact that there isn t a decent govern- 
ment in the entire muslin world, so we are no: fighinj to restore democracy. 

Respite this th ■ needs of the world remain what they are and a bad government must 
be restored. I'd like to think that the people in Kuwait ( Sad; lam got rid of an enormous 
number of Kuwaitis and replaced some of them with his own people and some of the more 
extreme Palestinians) witould evolve a better and perhaps more deo. cratic government. 

and that this could then hap;>en over a period of time in -hat aort of the world 
that has no history of freedom or , my thing approximating democracy. 

u y own view, and if is anything but an expert view, is that despite the many serious 
, _ VS. J a. ci d Cti't/i v 

problems entailed, uoxicy should continue to be one of attrition and of aerial destruction. 

A 

Ihe only alternative is worse destruction, more killings and the risk of helping 
rather than stopping Saddam in an environment so strange to us. 

-*-t is an awful situation but I think of all the poor alternatives this is best 
for the world. 

I write this in haste and now must get on with the rest of the beginning day. 

\J with this record I did not have to serve but I^h; : mtdHec£ ou a11 ’ ij/j . p/ //j 
my induction. In retrospect, that was a mistake. I could /y ^ ^ fi/f' 

have done; more to help the war effort than was possible 

in my iiilitary police assignment and did when 1 was assigned to OSS as a soldffie-, then put 
in Civilian clothes, then give a raeuical discharge because of^the limitations I could aisd 
have used to stay out, and then was reliired as a civilian. War service is not always best 
done in uniform. 

$2/ I believe this, not any genuine feeling for the Palestinians, underlies the Muslim cam- 
paign against Israel. It diverts the attention of their peoples from wliat they don't have 
and could ami with Israel -as a nearby example, how the;/ could, 
jy I assume the non-military devastation is not deliberate. 

I think the domestic peace campaign may discourage Bush et al from an as yet at least 
unnecessary ground war. 



